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CONFIDENTIAL MANAGUA 3691 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PBOR, OAS, HO, ES, NU 

SUBJECT: SALVADORAN/HONDURAN BORDER DISPUTE: OAS OBSERVER 

DURING COURTESY CALL TO PRESENT NEW EMB STAFF, FOR MIN MONTIEL 
CONFIDED TO AMBASSADOR LACK OF OPTIMISM RE LONG-TERM PROS- 
PECTS FOR SETTLEMENTS OF BORDER DISPUTE. HE STATED GON 
OBSERVERS HAVE ARRIVED, AND OBSERVER MISSION PROBABLY WOULD 
NOT STAY MORE THAN ABOUT ONE MONTH. HE SEES NO SHORT-TERM SOLUTION 
TO UNDERLYING TERRITORIAL ISSUE, HOWEVER, WHICH HE SAYS 
IS SO IMBUED WITH NATIONALISM THAT TO COMPROMISE ON ONE SQUARE 
MILE OF LAND WOULD VIRTUALLY CAUSE THE COLLAPSE OF THE 
GOVERNMENT INVOLVED. 
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